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Bedwardine  House , 
Rushwick, 

Telephones  Worcester  21762,,  Worcester, 

June,  1971* 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 

1970. 


The  year  was  one  of  considerable  change  in  the  affairs  of  the  Council 
consequent  upon  the  acceptance  in  principle  of  the  County  Council's  Management 
Service  Unit  Report  received  in  March,  This  separated  the  Public  Health 
work  from  the  Surveying  and  Planning.  The  former  was  placed  in  a  large 
administrative  section  under  the  control  of  the  Clerk  and  his  Deputy,  and  the 
latter  was  classified  as  an  Operations  Department  including  all  the  technical 
services  of  the  Council. 

Included  in  the  new  organisation  structure  was  the  post  of  Senior 
District  Public  Health  Inspector?  Mr.  Brian  Roberts  was  soon  appointed, 
commencing  his  duties  on  the  1st  July,  and  after  considerable  structural 
alteration  of  the  offices  on  the  ground  floor,  accommodation  was  provided 
for  him,  alongside  Mr.  John  Perry.  This  has  provided  a  separate  Public 
Health  Department,  which  was  long  overdue.  Subsequently  Mr.  Roberts  was 
redesignated  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  taking  over  control  of  the 
Department,  I  have,  therefore,  asked  him  to  prepare  a  separate  report  on 
the  'sanitary'  circumstances  of  the  district  and,  although  this  must  of 
necessity  include  figures  prepared  before  his  arrival,  it  will  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  comment  immediately  on  any  deficiencies  which  are  apparent 
in  the  services  under  his  control. 

My  report  continues  to  be  presented,  somewhat  abbreviated,  under  the 
same  headings  and  the  only  comment  I  wish  to  make  here  is  the  continuing 
need  for  the  Council  to  operate  a  cesspool  emptying  service  in  their  own 
right . 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  record  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Pratt, 
your  Engineer  and  Surveyor  in  April  of  this  year.  During  most  of  the 
sixteen  years  I  have  been  in  office  he  was  also  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Meat  Inspector,  Water  Inspector  and  Planning  Officer  =■  in  fact 
a  "Jack  of  all  Trades"  whose  devotion  to  duty  was  unsurpassed  and  whose 
untold  services  to  the  Council  remain  unnumbered.  I  only  hope  that  the 
proposed  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  (and  the  National  Health 
Service)  produce  men  of  such  calibre  for  the  future. 

I  remain  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Spencer  Stephens 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


■ 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Rural  District  of  Martley  comprising  52,825  acres ,  is  predominantly 
agricultural  in  character  and  lies  to  the  west  of  the  City  of  Worcester,, 

The  River  Teme  runs  through  the  district  dividing  it  into  two  parts „  The 
chief  industry  is  agriculture  and  the  district  is  one  of  the  most  important 
fruit  and  hop  growing  areas  in  the  country,. 


Area  in  acres  ,,  ©  o  ©  <,<>  oo  ©  o  oo  © o  oo 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (31st  March  1970)  according 

t  O  Ra  t  e  BO  OlCS  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO  OO 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population 

( mid  197G}  co  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 


52,823 

4,590 

13,630 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

Illegitimate  ©  ©  ©  ®  00  0  ©  00  00  00 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 
births  00  o©  00  00  00  00  00 

Standardised  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  estimated 
population  00  00  00  00  00  00  00 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  0O  00  ©o  00 


Males  Females  Total 


102 

8 


77 

3 


179 

11 

6% 

14©6 

I60O 


O  O 

o  o 


o  o 
©  o 


o  o 

o  © 


o  o 

o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


Still  Births 

Legitim&te 
Illegitimate 
Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  O0  0©  00 

Deaths 

From  all  causes  00  o©  00  00  00 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  e .  ©  8  0 , 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


o  o 

o  o 
o  o 
o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


o  o 
o  o 


67 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
Legitimate  ©  *  •  ©  00  00  ©o  o©  00 

Illegitimate  00  ©  ©  o©  ©o  00  00  00 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  legitimate 
live  births  ©  ©  ©  ©  00  00  ©o  00  00 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 
live  births  ©©  o©  o©  o©  ©o  00  00 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate  ©o  o©  00  ©o  ©©  00  00 

Illegitimate  ©©  o©  00  00  00  00  o© 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ©©  c©  o©  ©o 

Perinatal  Deaths  (Still  births  and  deaths  in  1st  week) 


Perinatal  Mortality  per  1 ,000  total  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Maternal  deaths 
Maternal  Mortality 


o  © 
o  © 


O  O 

o  o 


o  o 
o  o 
o  o 


o  © 
o  o 
o  o 


o  © 
o  o 
o  o 


o  o 
o  o 

o  o 
o  o 


62 


10 

13 


129 

9©8 
1 1  o7 


4 


22 

Nil 

21 

18 


4 

cs 

21 

12 


31 

23 

Nil 

Nil 


<=,!<=» 


1970  <=  Causes  of  Death  =>  Registrar  General  Returns 

(international  "B"  Classification  - 

50 

main  causes) 

Males 

Females 

B19(l) 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Buccal  Cavity  etc0 

0  0 

0  0 

1 

- 

B1 9(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Oesophagus  0<> 

0  0 

0  0 

1 

«=• 

B1 9(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  00 

0  0 

0  © 

2 

1 

B1 9(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Intestine  00 

0  0 

©  © 

3 

2 

B1 9(5) 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Larynx  00 

0  0 

©  0 

1 

e=a 

B1 9(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Lung,  Bronchus  O0 

0  0 

0  0 

5 

1 

B1 9(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasmp  Breast  oa  «o 

0  0 

0  0 

5 

B19(8) 

Malignant  Neoplasmp  Uterus  0o  00 

0  © 

0  © 

= 

1 

B19(lO) 

Leukaemia  ©  ©  oo  oo  o  ©  oo  o  ♦ 

0  O 

0  © 

1 

*=* 

B1 9(1 1 ) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  00  00 

0  © 

0  © 

2 

3 

B46(l) 

Other  Endocrine  Etc0  Diseases  eo  «o 

0  0 

©  © 

<C9 

1 

B24 

Meningitis  0»  0  0  00  00  00  00 

0  0 

©  © 

1 

0 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  <,«. 

e  • 

©  © 

- 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease  0®  00  00  00 

0  0 

0  0 

3 

1 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  <>•  <>• 

0  0 

0  tt 

18 

14 

B29 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  „<>  oo 

O  6 

©  © 

2 

4 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  00  00  «e 

0  O 

©  © 

8 

9 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

0  © 

0  0 

5 

3 

B31 

Ini luanza  ©  ©  & o  ©o  oo  oo  oo 

0  O 

0  0 

- 

2 

B32 

IPnaumonxa  ©  c  oo  oo  oo  o®  oo 

0  0 

©  0 

2 

5 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ee  <>«  00 

0  0 

0  0 

4 

1 

B33(2) 

As thma  ©  ©  ©  ®  oo  oo  oo  oo 

0  © 

0  0 

1 

1 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  00  09  c. 

0  0 

0  © 

1 

=■ 

B46(9) 

Other  Diseases,  Genito<=ur inary  system 

0  0 

0  0 

1 

1 

B46(l1 ) 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  system 

0  © 

0  © 

C9 

1 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies  00  00  o«  00 

0  0 

©  0 

1 

C3 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc» 

0  0 

0  • 

2 

- 

B44 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

0  0 

0  © 

GS 

2 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  00  »<>  00 

0  0 

0  0 

2 

1 

BE48 

All  other  accidents  00  00  00 

0  © 

0  © 

«=* 

2 

BE50 

All  other  external  causes  0  0  00  00 

©  0 

©  © 

1 

68 

C9 

62 

NOTES 

The  number  of  deaths  (male)  show  a  variation  of  1  on  the  figures  shown 
page  1  (which  are  correct)  owing  to  delayed  information  consequent  upon 
the  postal  strike 0 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  1970 


Under 

5 

5+ 

10+ 

15+ 

25+ 

45+ 

65+ 

Total 

1 .  Measles 

45 

39 

12 

1 

*= 

a 

ca 

97 

20  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

=■ 

- 

- 

3 

3*  Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

4 

4«  Food  Poisoning 

1 

■= 

=> 

o 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5o  Infective 
Jaundice 

- 

■= 

2 

2 

ez> 

- 

4 

60  Dysentery 

1 

ea 

- 

- 

«=■ 

a» 

1 

7®  Meningitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

•=> 

1 

One  case  of  non~paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  a  baby  under  1  year  was 
originally  notified  but  subsequently  cancelled  being  a  carrier  state 
in  a  child  with  dysentery® 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Only  one  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1970  and  it  was 
possible  to  remove  six  cases  from  the  register®  From  the  table  below  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  has  fallen 
considerably* 


Register  at  51st  December  1970 


Pulmonary 

N  on~Pulmonary 

Annual 

Totals 

Year 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1961 

30 

30 

2 

4 

66 

1962 

26 

32 

2 

5 

65 

1965 

17 

22 

2 

5 

46 

1964 

14 

21 

1 

1 

37 

1965 

14 

16 

1 

2 

33 

1966 

15 

15 

1 

3 

35 

1967 

15 

15 

2 

2 

34 

1968 

14 

15 

2 

3 

34 

1969 

10 

15 

2 

3 

30 

1970 

9 

14 

1 

1 

25 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


1 o  County  Health  Services 

The  following  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance 
with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1 94-6 0 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 

The  district  is  served  by  the  following  clinics 

Ante~Natal  Clinics 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital ,  Stourporto 

Open  every  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  1 ®30  p0m0 

Coventry  Street,  Kidderminster® 

Open  every  Monday  in  the  month  at  2o00  p0nio 

Cases  in  the  Worcester  area  are  referred  to  hospital  by  their  own 
doctor  if  necessary® 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


Parish  Hall,  Hallow® 

Open  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2*00  p.m* 
Memorial  Hall,  Broadheath® 

Open  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2*00  p®m© 

Village  Hall,  Knightwick  Road,  Martley® 

Open  on  second  Wednesday  in  the  month  at  2o00  p0m0 

Village  Hall,  Alfrick® 

Open  on  the  third  Friday  in  the  month  at  2 <>30  p0me 
Memorial  Hall,  Leigh* 

Open  on  the  second  Thursday  in  the  month  at  2®30  p»m0 

Village  Hall,  Great  Witley® 

Open  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2®00  p®m® 

Village  Hall,  Shrawley0 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2  0 1 5  p®m0 
Parish  Room,  Holt® 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  3»30  p®m0 
Village  Hall,  Rushwick® 

Open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2®00  p®m0 
Club  Room,  Suckley® 

Open  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  2o00  p®m® 
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Midwifery  (Section  23) 


The  services  of  the  county  midwife  are  available  without  charge  to  care 
for  mothers  during  pregnancy,  confinement  and  for  a  period  of  ten  days 
afterwards®  She  should  be  booked  as  early  as  possible  in  order  to  receive 
adequate  instructions  for  the  confinement®  Visits  are  paid  to  the  home 
and  examinations  carried  out  monthly  in  co-operation  with  the  doctor, 
who  will  arrange  hospital  consultations  if  necessary®  Free  dental  treatment 
is  available  during  this  period  and  may  be  arranged  through  the  County 
Dental  Officer® 

Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing  (Sections  24  and  25) 

After  the  first  ten  days  the  Health  Visitor  normally  takes  over  the 
responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  baby  from  the  midwife®  She  is  a 
trained  nurse  who  has  received  additional  instruction  in  child  care, 
maintenance  of  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  is  able  to 
offer  guidance  to  the  mother  until  the  child  goes  to  school®  The  health 
visitor  also  acts  as  school  nurse  and,  being  an  experienced  medico-social 
worker,  is  able  to  give  advice  to  the  adult  members  of  the  family  on  any 
personal  problems  related  to  physical  or  mental  ill  health,. 

The  District  Nurse  is  available  to  act  on  the  instructions  of  the 
General  Practitioner  or  hospital  when  persons  are  discharged  from 
hospital®  She  carries  out  injection  procedures  and  the  general  nursing 
of  the  sick  or  elderly  at  home®  In  most  rural  districts  the  duties  of 
the  District  Nurse,  Midwife  and  Health  Visitor  are  combined®  This  is 
so  in  the  Martley  Rural  District  where  there  are  six  full-time  and  one 
part-time  worker  as  follows?- 


Nurses 

Telephone  No® 

Area 

Miss  Parsons, 

Little  Cob  House, 
Broadwas-on-Teme  ® 

Wichenford  372 

Martley,  Clifton, 
Shelsleys,  part  Lower 
Sapey,  Brickyard 
Cottages,  Wichenford. 

Miss  J.  Curnow, 

Berrylands  Bungalow, 

Leigh® 

Leigh  Sint on  320 

Leigh,  Bransford, 
Alfrick,  Leigh  Sinton, 
Rushwick® 

Miss  H.  Chambers, 
Berrylands  Bungalow, 

Leigh® 

Leigh  Sinton  320 

Knightwick,  Broadwas, 
Doddenham,  Lulsley, 
Suckley. 

Mrs®  R.  K.  Slingsby, 

Lea  House, 

Hallow. 

Hallow  235 

Hallow,  Broadheath, 
Cotheridge,  Crown  East, 
Wichenford,  Sinton  Green 
Grimley  Village. 
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Nursea 


Telephone  No0 


Area 


Miss  D.M.  Jones, 
Nurses  House, 
Hillhampton0 


Gt.  Witley  386 


Holt,  Hillhampton,  Shrawley, 
Gto  Witley,  Little  Witley, 
Abberleyo 


Miss  J«M.  Whitehead, 
Nurses  House, 


Gto  Witley  386  Area  Relief  Nurse 

(full-time) 


Hillhampton. 

N.Bo  Astley  and  Dunley  are  covered  by  Stourport  Nurses  (G0P.  attachment)* 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Section  26) 


Vaccination  and  immunisation  procedures  are  carried  out,  free  of  charge, 
by  -the  patient's  own  doctor  at  the  County  Council  clinics 0  It  is  now 
standard  practice  to  offer  triple  immunisation  against  diptheria, 
whooping  cough  and  tetanus  at  6  -  1 2  months  old  and  a  booster  dose  at 
5  years  old.  Poliomyelitis  vaccination,  by  mouth,  is  administered 
concurrently.  Measles  vaccination  is  best  administered  as  a  single 
dose  at  15  months  and  smallpox  vaccination  follows  this  at  any  time 
under  2  years  old. 

The  following  inoculations  were  completed  during  the  year  (figures 
in  brackets  relate  to  the  previous  year) „ 

(i)  


No.  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course 
No.  of  children  receiving  a  reinforcing  dose 


164  (128) 

220  (332) 


(ii)  Tetanus  Immunisation 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course 
No.  of  children  receiving  a  reinforcing  dose 


169  (153) 
266  (359) 


(iii)  “  ’  ~  


No.  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course 

It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  give  reinforcing  doses. 


159  (117) 


(iv)  Measles  Vaccination 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course 
Reinforcing  doses  should  not  be  necessary. 


171  (46) 


(v)  —  ‘  - 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a  primary  course 
No.  of  children  receiving  a  reinforcing  dose 


183  (133) 
218  (476) 


(vi)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

Number  of  persons  receiving  primary  vaccination 
Number  of  persons  re-vaccinated 


148  (155) 
21  (36) 
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Worcestershire  County  Council  operate  a  scheme  for  the 
preventive  inoculation  of  all  children  leaving  school0 
This  is  a  valuable  protective  measure  against  tuberculosis. 
Details  for  the  whole  County  are  available  in  the  County 
Medical  Officer's  Annual  Report. 

Other  Services 


Details  of  other  services  provided  by  the  County  Health  Department 
are  also  to  be  found  in  the  County  Medical  Officers  Report  vizs- 

Ambulances  (Section  27) 

Prevention  Care  and  After  Care  (Section  28) 

Home  Help  Service  (Section  29) 

Mental  Health  Service  (Section  51 ) 

School  Health  and  School  Dental  Services 
(Education  Act,  1944). 

The  County  Welfare  Officer  and  the  County  Analyst  issue  separate 
reports  to  the  County  Council. 

2.  Hospital  Services 


These  services  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Board 

(Mid  or  South  Worcestershire  Hospital  Management  Committee) 0 

(a)  '  General  Hospitals  with  casualty  departments  are  situated 

at  Worcester,,  Kidderminster  and  Tenbury. 

(b)  Maternity  beds  are  available  at  Worcester  and  Stourport. 

(c)  Infectious  diseases  are  usually  admitted  to  Newtown 
Isolation  Hospital,  Worcester,  but  may  be  admitted  to 
one  of  the  Birmingham  Hospitals. 

(d)  The  elderly  and  chronic  sick  are  accommodated  at  Shrub 
Hill,  Worcester,  Avonside,  Evesham  and  Blakebrook, 
Kidderminster. 

(e)  Psychiatric  hospitals  for  mental  disorders  are  available 
at  Powick,  Worcester  or  Barnsley  Hall,  Bromsgrove. 

(f)  Laboratories  are  available  at  all  General  Hospitals 
but  at  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  a  branch  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  has  been  established.  This 
organisation,  with  reference  laboratories  in  London 
and  elsewhere,  is  designed  to  assist  local  authorities 
in  their  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  communicable 
disease*, 

(g)  Venereal  diseases  are  diagnosed  and  treated  at  a  special 
out~patient  department  at  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary 
adjacent  to  the  Chest  Clinic.  Sessions  are  held  from 
5=*7  p.m.  on  Mondays  for  women,  and  5“7  p.m.  on  Tuesdays 
for  men.  No  appointment  is  necessary  and  treatment  is 
strictly  confidential. 


■=.  7  “ 


3.  General  Medical  Services 


There  are  three  General  Practitioners  resident  in  the  district* 

Many  others  visit  their  patients  from  Worcester,  Stourport  and 
Malvern.  It  is  impossible  to  compile  a  suitable  list,  therefore, 
but  the  Worcestershire  Executive  Council  (County)  do  publish 
one  and  this  is  normally  available  at  any  General  Post  Office* 

The  services  of  dentists,  opticians  and  pharmacists  also  come 
tmder  the  control  of  the  Executive  Council  to  whom  enquiries  should 
be  made* 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 •  Water  Supply 

A  comprehensive  water  scheme  had  been  completed  throughout  the 
district  prior  to  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board 
becoming  statutory  undertakers  in  1 962 0  Since  that  date  steady 
progress  has  been  made  with  water  connections  and  a  number  of 
small  extensions  have  been  carried  out0  Mains  water  is  available 
in  all  parishes  and  overall  approximately  75$  of  domestic  properties 
are  connected.  The  remaining  properties  are  supplied  by  shallow  wells 
the  majority  of  which  produce  water  which  is  bacteriologically  suspect. 

The  Astley  boreholes,  however,  provide  excellent  water  which, 
although  rather  hard,  is  pure.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent 
action  and  the  fluoride  content  is  low  (0.12  p.p.m.)  So  far 
the  water  has  not  been  fluoridated.  A  chemical  analysis  is  shown 
below,  bacteriological  results  being  included  in  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector's  Report. 

Mains  Supply  No„  1  Pumping  Station.  Astley  -  16th  November.  1970. 

Physical  Characters 

Colour  =  None 

Odour  -  None  pH  7.1 

Deposit  -  None 

Chemical  Examination  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 


Solids  in  solution  (dried 

at  180  C) 

320 

Solids  in  solution  (after  ignition) 

•  •  o  o 

0  o 

o  o 

o  o 

130 

Chlorine  present  in  chloride 

o  ©  o  o 

0  o 

0  © 

0  0 

56 

Hardness  Non-carbonate  as 

CaCO 

82 

Hardness  Carbonate 

ii  2 

0  0  0  o 

0  o 

o  o 

0  • 

158 

Hardness  Total 

It 

o  0  o  o 

o  o 

O  0 

0  0 

240 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  „ . 

0  o  0  o 

0  «  o  o 

o  o 

0  o 

o  o 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  .<> 

o  O  O  © 

0  0  0  o 

0  o 

O  6 

0  © 

Trace 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  . . 

o  o  o  o 

0  o  o  o 

O  0 

o  o 

0  o 

11 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  0 . 

0  0  0  0 

o  o  oo 

O  0 

o  o 

o  o 

Nil 

Permanganate  Value  (4  hours  at  27  C) 

o  o  o  o 

0  o 

o  o 

O  0 

0.10 

Toxic  Metals  .. 

o  o  o  o 

None  detected 

Residual  Chlorine  Total 

0  O  0  0 

o  0  0  0 

0  o 

O  0 

O  0 

Nil 

Free  carbon  dioxide  .. 

O  ©  O  0 

O  0  O  0 

0  o 

©  o 

0  0 

8 

Calcium  as  Ca.  .. 

0  0  o  • 

0  o  o  o 

0  o 

•  0 

0  0 

53 

pH  saturated  with  calcium 

carbonate 

at  20°C 

O  0 

•  o 

o  o 

7.70 

Saturation  index  (Langelier)  =  7.05 

-  7.70  = 

0.65 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Number  of  colonies  developing  upon  agar 


(a)  in  two  days  at  37°C  . .  ..  ..  ».  ..  •»  ..  0  per  one  ml. 

(b)  in  three  days  at  22°C  ..  ..  . . 0  per  one  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0  per  100  ml. 


Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  0.  . .  ..  ..  ••  0  per  100  ml. 
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Opinion  =  The  chemical  condition  of  the  sample  is  satisfactory,,  The 

saturation  index  is  that  of  a  water  with  a  distinct  corrosive 
tendency, 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

(a)  Bransford0  Leigh  Sinton  (Powick  and  Malvern) 

This  combined  scheme  involving  three  Local  Authorities  was 
commenced  in  April  1969  and  completed  in  November,  1970o  It 
involved  extensive  alteration  and  modernisation  of  the  Powick 
sewage  works,,  details  of  which  were  provided  last  year*  and 
also  considerable  lengths  of  sewers  in  the  Bransford  and 
Leigh  Sinton  area,  as  well  as  a  trunk  sewer  to  the  works,  < 

Perhaps  the  most  disturbing  feature  of  the  whole  scheme  was 
the  late  insistence  by  the  County  Surveyor  that  all  the  sewer 
trenches  on  classified  roads  should  be  filled  with  lean  mixed 
concrete.  This  added  considerably  to  the  cost.  However,  the 
scheme  has  been  successfully  completed  benefitting  the  parishes 
in  Martley  Rural  District  considerably, 

(b)  Broadheath,  Broadwas  and  Cotheridge 

Worcester  City  Council  had  agreed  in  principle  prior  to  1970 
to  the  acceptance  of  all  the  sewage  from  the  Broadheath  area 
into  their  treatment  works  and  the  Consulting  Engineers  had 
drawn  up  a  scheme  involving  an  8"  diameter  pumping  main  from 
the  old  sewage  works  to  the  City  boundary.  The  suggestion  was 
then  made  that  there  could  be  some  saving  in  cost  if  the  proposed 
Broadwas  and  Cotheridge  sewage  disposal  works  were  eliminated  by 
pumping  from  this  area  to  Broadheath,  A  further  approach  was 
made  to  Worcester  City  whose  charges  were  based  on  a  sewage 
rate  in  relation  to  the  rateable  values  of  the  properties  so 
connected  and,  after  certain  technical  conditions  had  been 
considered,  further  agreement  was  reached.  Not  a  great  deal 
of  progress  has  been  made  as  the  revised  plans  have  involved 
the  Consulting  Engineers  in  considerable  modifications  to  the 
combined  scheme  due  to  alterations  in  the  capacities  of  pumps 
and  mains, 

(c)  Disposal  of  Sludge  from  Septic  Tanks  and  Small  Treatment  Works 

This  problem  has  been  under  consideration  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  Consulting  Engineers  originally  submitted  a  report  in  1967 
but  this  has  been  modified  by  a  further  one  in  February  1971* 
Plans  have  been  altered  largely  due,  once  again,  to  negotiations 
with  Worcester  City,  who  have  agreed  to  accept  a  certain  amount 
of  sludge  providing  it  is  dealt  with  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
before  being  delivered  to  the  City  mains.  This  involves  the  use 
of  lime,  together  with  automatic  monitoring  of  the  pH  level  of 
the  sludge,  A  scheme  is  being  drawn  up  to  deal  with  this  problem 
at  Broadheath  and  it  may  be  that  some  of  the  old  treatment  tanks 
will  be  useful  for  this  purpose.  The  other  two  areas  where 
septic  sludge  will  be  dealt  with  will  be  in  association  with 
the  Pasveer  ditch  schemes  for  Martley  and  Clif ton=>on-Teme, 
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(d)  Pasveer  Ditch  Schemes  °°  Hartley 0  Wichenford  and  Clif ton-on-Teme 

These  were  reported  upon  last  year.,  Progress  has  been  held  up 
mainly  due  to  delays  in  the  acquisition  of  land.  It  is  disturbing 
to  note  a  considerable  increase  in  the  cost  of  both  schemes  over 
the  twelve  month  periodo  The  cost  of  the  Clifton  scheme  has 
increased  by  £10,000  despite  no  material  alteration  in  the  size 
or  construction  of  the  works  and  the  total  cost  seems  to  be 
excessive  in  relation  to  the  volume  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with 
(30,000  gallon  D0W0F0  750  population) 0 

3*  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  were  no  basic  changes  in  the  refuse  collection  service  during 
the  year  but  undoubtedly  improvements  resulted  from  the  service  being 
brought  under  radio  control  and  complaints  were  dealt  with  more 
promptly*  The  three  refuse  tips  at  present  in  use  are  at  Grimley, 
Martley  Hillside  and  Yarhampton* 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


I  submitted  a  detailed  report  to  the  Housing  Committee  on  these 
two  subjects  early  in  1971  in  an  endeavour  to  persuade  the  Council  to 
reconsider  its  policy  of  a  standstill  on  house  building,  Undoubtedly 
there  were  other  priorities  alsop  such  ass- 

(a)  Major  repair  programme  to  be  undertaken  on  nearly  all  the  existing 
Council  Houses  in  the  district , 

(b)  Considerable  number  of  houses  requiring  modernisation  and  connection 
to  main  services, 

(c)  Some  houses  which  were  so  isolated  that  it  seemed  an  uneconomic 
proposition  to  modernise  them. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  the  number  of  persons  on  the  Council's 
Housing  List  remained  high  (235  including  68  aged  persons)  and  people 
seemed  to  be  in  desperate  needo  Particular  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
plight  of  the  elderly  living  in  poor  property  without  mains  water  or 
internal  sanitation  and  the  difficulties  encountered  by  the  nursing 
services  in  dealing  with  the  situation  during  periods  of  ill  health  or 
terminal  illness.  Also  the  difficulties  of  large  families  in  inadequate 
accommodation  was  stressed. 

The  Council  have  now  decided  to  proceed  with  the  proposed  housing 
development  at  Holt  comprising  a  total  of  29,  2P  3  and  4  bedroom  houses, 
Unf ortunatelyp  this  is  largely  dependant  upon  the  provision  of  a  main 
sewage  scheme  for  the  village  with  inevitable  delays.  Also  a  scheme 
for  a  group  of  old  peoples  dwellings  at  Bransford  is  under  consideration, 
which  should  provide  20  -  24  units  of  accommodation.  Other  schemes 
should,  however,  be  considered  at  the  same  time. 

Slum  clearance  is  largely  held  up  due  to  the  lack  of  new  housing 
accommodation  and  in  the  past  has  been  dependant  upon  moves  due  to 
casual  lettings.  Circular  92/69  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  asked  for  details  of  possible  demolitions  to  1974  and  the 
most  that  could  be  suggested  was  9  per  annum,  although  there  is  no 
guarantee  that  this  will  be  adhered  to0  The  Public  Health  Inspectors 
have  now  begun  a  comprehensive  inspection  and  classification  of  all  the 
properties  in  the  district  parish-by-parish ,  This  may  well  take  two  to 
three  years  but  preliminary  details  are  included  in  Mr,  Roberts'  section 
of  the  report. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Bo  E»  Roberts, 
M.A.P.H.I.,  MoRoSoHo, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  (MR.  B.E.  ROBERTS ,  M.A.P.H.I., 
M.RoSoHo) 


Mr*  Chairman,,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

The  period  since  my  appointment  in  July  has  been  one  essentially  of  . 
assessment.  The  aim  has  been  to  establish  a  new  department ,  together  with 
all  necessary  records  and  information  which  will  form  the  basis  for  a 
smoothly  running  office  with  clearly  defined  priorities  and  procedures. 

In  the  past,  the  public  health  duties  have  been  relegated  to  a 
secondary  position  within  a  combined  department  and  much  ground  work  will 
be  involved  before  past  neglected  responsibilities  are  met.  To  quote  the 
report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1969  "What  concerns  me  most 
is  that  his  (the  Public  Health  Inspector’s)  work  over  the  last  five  years 
has  been  misdirected  as  was  that  of  his  predecessors". 

Due  to  general  pressures,  lack  of  clerical  support  and  the  necessity 
to  be  available  at  the  office,  Mr.  Perry  has  found  it  difficult  to  deal 
with  work  other  than  improvement  grants.  The  result  has  been  almost 
complete  lack  of  attention  to  control  of  food  hygiene,  unfit  housing, 
water  supplies,  caravans  and  insufficient  flexibility  to  deal  with  unfore¬ 
seen  problems  when  they  arise. 

It  has  become  apparent  during  the  past  six  months  that  one  of  the 
difficulties  in  attaining  the  efficient  running  of  the  department  has  been 
presented  by  the  lack  of  clerical  assistance. 

That  filing,  maintenance  of  records,  form  filling,  desk  and  telephone 
enquiries  have  to  be  performed  by  qualified  staff  who  should  be  engaged  on 
other  work  is  wasteful.  The  specific  allocation  of  Secretarial/Clerical 
assistance  to  the  department  is  essential  in  the  interest  of  good  management 
and  improved  efficiency. 

There  is  much  to  be  done.  Work  of  enforcement  of  legislation  is  never 
easy  no  matter  how  it  is  approached.  Although  there  have  been  instances  of 
resistance  to  advancement  of  standards,  repeated  visits  are  resulting  in  an 
awareness  that  there  is  no  discrimination  in  inspection  and  shopkeepers  and 
others  generally  appreciate  that  they  have  a  responsibility  not  only  to 
the  law  but  to  their  employees  and  public  in  general. 

During  the  year  both  Mr.  Perry  and  myself  attended  a  10  week  evening 
course  on  management  techniques  and  a  course  of  lectures,  two  evenings 
weekly,  leading  to  Part  One  of  the  finals  of  the  Diploma  in  Municipal 
Administration. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  E.M.  Badger,  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  support,  to 
Dr.  L.S.  Stephens,  to  the  Clerk,  Mr.  R.H.  Hodges,  to  my  fellow  officers 
and  their  staffs  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  to  Mr.  Perry  and  Mrs.  Simmonds 
for  the  work  which  they  have  carried  out  during  the  year. 


July.  1971 


B.  E.  Roberts, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Summary  of  Inspections  carried  out  during  1970 


Total  inspections  recorded  1 ,877 

General  Sanitation 

Sewage  scheme  surveys  103 

Miscellaneous  visits  res  complaints  (including  housing)  68 

Visits  res  drainage,  sewerage,  watercourses  and  streams  83 

Water  supplies  77 

Water  samples  taken  -  private  29 

public  20 

chemical  4 

Factories  Acts  5 

Visits  res  verminous  persons  1 

Premises  fumigated  1 

Public  cleansing  =»  tips  9 

premises  6 

Clean  Air  Act  2 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  6 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  13 

Noise  Abatement  Act  4 

Mortuary  3 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  -  Agricultural  225 

(initial  visits  only)  Non-agricultural  206 

Hop  pickers  accommodation  3 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 

Complaints  2 

Butchers  Shops  4 

Ice  cream  retailers  8 

Cafes,  canteens  etca  10 

Food  vehicles  5 

Licensed  premises  (Public  Houses  etc,)  14 

Grocers  37 

Housing 

Preliminary  inspections  38 

Housing  survey  258 

Inspections  for  re~housing  23 

Improvement  Grants  ~  Di scretionary  288 

Standard  157 

(including  Building  Regulation  inspections) 

Individual  unfit  29 

Moveable  dwellings  (caravans)  27 

Dangerous  structures  (housing)  2 

“  2  « 


Infectious  Diseases 


Visits  and  enquiries 

Other  Visits  (including  accompanied  visits  and  non-specif ied 
appointments) 


8 

99 


The  total  listed  inspections  carried  out  in  1969  were  728  compared  with 
1,877  for  1970. 

The  figure  for  1969  did  not  include  rodent  control  visits  (431  in  1970) 
and  13  visits  under  the  provisions  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  represent  a  duplication  of  food  hygiene  inspections „  This  gives  an 
adjusted  figure  of  1433  for  comparison. 
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1  •  Housing 


The  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  rural  district  at  the  end  of  1970 
was  4*590  including  614  agricultural  dwellings  and  52  caravans.  Of 
the  permanent  dwellings  688  were  owned  by  the  Council  and  this  figure 
includes  284  built  before  1945© 

Provision  of  Housing  Accommodation 


Number  of  Council  Houses  started  or  completed  during  1970  Nil 
Number  of  private  houses  completed  during  1970  51 
Number  of  private  houses  under  construction  31 .12.1970.  63 


Unfit  Dwellings 


Inspections  during  1970 
Dwellings  inspected  for  fitness 
Dwellings  found  to  be  unfit 

Proceedings  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 957 < 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made 

Dwellings  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders. 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made. 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not 
to  re-let  were  accepted 

Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  or 
Closing  Orders  were  made?- 


325 

41 
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Dwellings  where  under¬ 
takings  not  to  re-let 
were  accepted?- 


3  Strand  Cottages,  Lower  Broadheath 
Cottage,  The  Lenches,  Knightwick 
The  Cottage,  Structons  Heath,  Hillhampton 
Sinton  Cottage,  Sinton  Green,  Grimley 
Severn  View,  Grimley 
Hillside  Cottage,  Alfrick 

The  Old  Toll  House,  Hereford  Road,  Leigh  Sinton 
1,2  &  3  May  Cottages,  Monkwood  Green,  Grimley 
Primrose  Cottage,  Lower  Broadheath 
Cottage,  The  Lenches,  Knightwick 
2  Strand  Cottages,  Lower  Broadheath 
2  Newmill  Bridge  Cottages,  Shelsley  Walsh. 


Rehousing 

During  the  year  the  Council  rehoused  the  following  families  from 
properties  subject  to  Orders  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Individual  unfit  houses  .  6 
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The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council's  Housing  List  was  235  at  the 
end  of  the  year0 

During  the  year  26  lettings  were  made  as  compared  with  28  in  1969o 

The  number  of  homeless  families  or  families  under  eviction  rehoused 
was  7o 


Improvement  Grants 

(a)  Standard  Grants  -  Total  number  of  applications  since  commencement 
of  scheme  238. 


Year 

Applications 

Grants 

Amount 

Number  of  Houses 

Rec’d. 

Appr'di 

Refused 

Tenanted 

Owner/ occupied 

Paid 

Paid 

1970 

20 

20 

Nil 

17 

£4,657 

Nil 

17 

Amenities  provided  ■=  1 970 
Fixed  bath  or  shower  1 5 

Wash  hand  basin  1 6 

Hot  &  cold  water  supplies  17 

Water  closet  16 

Sinks  1 0 

Septic  Tanks  13 

Mains  water  supplies  1 

Bathrooms  added  7 


(b)  Discretionary  Grants  -  Total  number  of  applications  since  commencement 
of  scheme  501 


Applications 

Number  of  Houses 

Year 

Rec’ d. 

Appr1 d, 

Refused 

Grants 

Amount 

Tenanted 

Owner/ occupied 

Paid 

Paid 

1970 

35 

31 

4 

24 

12,315 

1 

23 

At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  in  progression  25  Standard  Grants  and  47 
Discretionary  Grants. 
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The  administration  of  the  discretionary  improvement  grants  scheme 
has,  in  the  past,  failed  in  a  number  of  cases  to  result  in  a  sufficiently 
high  standard  of  works*  This  fact  is  evidenced  by  the  increasing  number 
of  applications  for  further  grants  in  respect  of  houses  already  certified 
improved  to  the  twelve=point  standard  and  given  a  thirty  year  life0  In 
some  cases  the  re-applications  have  been  made  within  ten  years  of  payment 
of  maximum  grants 

It  is  of  vital  importance  that  in  every  case  where  compliance  with 
the  twelve-point  standard  and  the  thirty  year  life  can  be  met,  then  these 
conditions  should  be  adhered  to0 

It  is  not  excessive  to  require  that  an  improved  house  should  be  fit 
for  habitation  within  the  terms  of  Section  4  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  (as 
amended),  a  standard  which  has,  for  many  years,  been  considered  low* 

The  approach  to  improvement  grants  in  the  department  has  undergone 
revision  since  the  implementation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969  and  particularly 
during  the  past  year  with  resultant  raising  of  standards „ 

In  addition  to  improvements  in  the  field  of  private  housing,  the  Council 
is  pursuing  an  active  policy  of  modernisation  of  its  housing  stock.  During 
the  year  a  further  10  houses  were  improved  bringing  the  total  to  146. 

A  further  130  houses  and  bungalows  remained  unmodernised  at  the  end  of  the 
year* 

General  Comment 

In  September  a  housing  survey  was  commenced  to  assess  the  extent  of 
disrepair  and  unfitness  in  the  private  sector  housing*  The  last  accurate 
figures  having  been  obtained  in  1945* 

From  the  information  so  far  obtained,  it  is  certain  that  the  accepted 
estimated  figures  of  unfit  housing  in  the  district  are  inaccurate  and  that 
an  active  policy  of  demolition  and  re-housing  is  necessary  to  deal  with  the 
larger  numbers  involved* 

The  housing  survey  has  been  successfully  used  as  platform  to 
publicise  the  improvement  grant  schemes  available  to  owners  of  unmodernised 
houses,  and  is  resulting  in  large  numbers  of  enquiries* 

A  total  of  258  houses  had  been  surveyed  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  which 
230  were  in  need  of  some  repair,  lacking  one  or  more  basic  amenity  or  unfit* 

2*  WATER  SUPPLY 


(l)  General  -  During  the  year  no  cases  of  shortage  of  drinking  watei 
were  reported* 

A  large  percentage  of  the  houses  in  the  district  (approximately 
25$)  gain  their  water  supply  from  shallow  wells  and  springs, 
many  of  which  are  polluted*  It  is  intended  to  carry  out  a 
full  survey,  particularly  of  estate  water  supplies,  of  which 
no  details  of  quality  are  presently  available* 
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(2)  Private  Supplies  to  Council  Houses 

During  the  year  the  water  supplies  to  four  small  groups  of 
isolated  unmodernised  Council  bungalows  were  found  to  be 
polluted® 

The  distance  of  these  bungalows  from  the  public  mains  has 
made  the  decision  to  provide  mains  water  difficult  to  justify 
on  economic  grounds  but  the  decision  has  recently  been  taken 
and  the  annual  report  for  1971  will  include  details  of 
connections.  The  Council  has  decided,  in  principle,  to  carry 
out  full  modernisation  of  the  bungalows  which  ares~ 

1  -  4  Worcester  Road,  Holt 

2  Fieldbrook,  Abberley. 

1  and  2  Dick  Brook,  Astley. 

1  -  4  Shelsley  Walsh. 

The  water,  in  the  meantime,  is  regularly  sampled  to  assess 
its  quality  and  the  occupiers  affected  have  been  advised  in 
methods  to  be  adopted  and  its  purification  and  use. 

(3)  Details  of  sampling  and  connections 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  private  sources  from  5®8®1970  -  33 
-  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  «=  8 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  **»  25 

Where  necessary  owners  and  occupiers  were  notified  of  methods 
for  purification  and  use. 

Three  properties  were  connected  to  the  public  water  supply 
following  the  service  of  statutory  notices  on  the  owners, 

(b)  Mains  Water 

The  statutory  undertakers  for  the  public  supply  of  water  throughout 
the  district  are  the  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board. 

Details  of  the  chemical  quality  of  the  mains  water  are  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Frequent  water  samples  are  taken  by  the  Water  Board  from  a  small 
number  of  sampling  points  in  the  area.  Copies  of  the  analyses 
reports  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department  and  over  40  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year. 

The  method  of  sampling  adopted  by  the  water  board  would,  I  feel, 
be  more  representative  if  water  were  drawn  from  a  larger  number  of 
points  on  the  mains  system. 

3.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Details  of  recently  completed ’ sewerage  schemes  are  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(a)  Existing  arrangements  -  The  following  areas  are  served  by  public 
sewers  and  treatment  plants  and  are  known  as  "village  schemes"  s— 


Parish 


Abberley 

Astley 


Bransford  and 
Leigh  Sint on 

Broadheath 

Clift  on- on-T  eme 
Hallow 
Grimley 
Martley 

Rushwick 

Shelsley  Beauchamp 
Great  Witley 


Area  Served 
The  Common 

Little  Heath,  Ridleys  Cross, 
part  of  The  Burf,  Sandhampto 
and  The  Town* 

The  Village 

Part  of  The  Common  and 
part  of  The  Village 

The  Village 

The  Village 

Sinton  Green 

Jury  Lane  and  part  of  The 
Village 

The  Village 

part  of  The  Village 

part  of  The  Village 


The  following  larger  Council  Housing  Sites  have  sewers  and  treatment  plants 
to  which  are  connected  some  privately  owned  properties 


Abberley 

Alfrick 

Cotheridge 

Holt 

Suckley 

Wichenf ord 

The  following  larger  housing  sites 
Council  Houses  onlys- 


Suffolk  Lane 
Clay  Green 
Church  Lane 
The  Heath 
Airey  Houses 
Queen’s  Estate 0 

have  sewers  and  treatment  plants  serving 


Martley  Prickley  Lane 

Lower  Sapey  Pitchard  Close 

Little  Witley  Well  Lane 

(b)  Future  Arrangements 

(i)  Broadheath  extension  -  work  should  be  completed  in  1971 o 

(ii)  Clif ton-on-Teme  =  The  preparation  of  this  scheme  continued  and 

should  be  ready  for  consideration  by  the  Council 
early  in  1 971  0 

(iii)  Martley  -  Following  a  local  investigation  by  an  engineering 

inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  approval  was  given  for  the  commencement 
of  the  scheme  which  is  scheduled  for  1971« 

(iv)  Broadwas  and  Cotheridge  -  Negotiations  were  made  with  Worcester 

City  for  pumping  sewage  through  the  Broadheath 
works ,  No  further  progress  was  made. 
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(v)  Other  schemes s- 

(a)  A  small  scheme  for  part  of  Holt  Heath  was  under  preparation 
at  the  end  of  1970o 

(b)  The  present  policy  of  allocation  of  finances  for  small  sewerage 
schemes  has  failed  to  provide  for  the  urgently  needed  sewering 
of  Shrawley  and  Grimley  Villages *  schemes  for  which  have  already 
been  approved „ 

(c)  Various  small  schemes  involving  modernisation  of  Council 
houses  were  in  the  course  of  preparation,. 

Work  completed  during  the  year 

Work  on  the  combined  scheme  for  Bransford  and  Leigh  Sinton  was 
completed  in  November  of  1970„ 

House  drainage 

The  following  new  drainage  installations  were  approved  and  installed 
during  the  years- 


New  Houses 

Existing:  Houses 

Total 

Septic  tanks 

22 

39 

61 

Connections  to  public  sewers 

31 

4 

35 

Connections  to  private 
treatment  plants 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

53 

43 

96 

The  Council  does  not  own  a  mechanical  cesspool  exptier  and  makes 
arrangements  with  Stourport  U0D0C0  and  Droitwich  RoD„C0  for  the 
emptying  of  private  and  small  council  owned  plants „  The  costs  of 
emptying  private  septic  tanks  are  re-charged  to  the  owners  in  full;, 
together  with  an  administration  charge 0 

During  the  year  septic  tanks  to  more  than  200  private  houses  and 
97  Council  owned  tanks  were  emptied „  Many  other  private  tanks  were 
emptied  by  direct  negotiation  between  the  owners  and  a  firm  of  con¬ 
tractors  operating  in  the  district „ 

There  is  a  pressing  need  for  the  provision  of  a  Council  operated 
service  to  ensure  regular  emptying  of  Council  and  private  septic  tanks,, 
All  septic  tanks  should  be  emptied  at  least  annually  and  in  this  district* 
of  clay  soil  and  ineffective  effluent  soakaways*  there  is  a  large 
number  of  malfunctioning  tanks  causing  widespread  pollution  of  roadside 
ditches  and  watercourses „  The  standard  design  of  septic  tank  approved 
for  use  in  this  area  has  often  proved  to  be  inadequate  and  unsuitable* 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  provide*  in  the  near  future*  a  service 
which  will  be  sufficiently  inexpensive  to  encourage  owners  to  call  for 
regular  emptying  and  thus  reduce  the  hazards  to  public  health ,  Many 
Rural  District  Councils  now  provide  householders  in  unsewered  areas 
with  one  annual  free  emptying „  Such  schemes  are  not  dependant  upon 
requests  for  the  service  and  can  be  administered  with  greatest 
efficiency*  Economic  charges  are  made  for  additional  emptyings* 
business  premises  and  properties  using  septic  tanks  which  are  within 
reach  of  a  main  sewer* 


4«  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

(a)  General 

Of  the  thirty  five  food  premises  ( canteens ,  butchers  shops ,  general 
stores,  licensed  premises  and  restaurants)  visited  between  July  and 
December,  only  two  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  I960  in  full0  Thirty  three  informal  letters  were  sent 
requesting  improvements  and  a  total  of  80  visits  were  involvedo 

The  standards  of  some  premises  were  found  to  be  very  low  but  it  has 
been  very  encouraging  to  gain,  in  almost  every  instance,  the  willing 
co-operation  of  proprietors  and  much  progress  has  been  made* 

The  hygienic  and  quality  control  measures  of  modern  food  storage, 
preparation  and  distribution  involve  technicalities  of  which  the 
lay  man  is  unaware  and  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  training  of  food 
handlers  in  basic  hygiene  and  management .  This  is  most  important 
in  the  catering  industry,  which  draws  its  staff  often  from  homes 
without  modern  amenities,  such  as  wash  hand  basins  or  hot  water.  To 
many  of  these  people  good  hygiene  is  not  even  a  habit. 

(b)  Education 

The  proprietor  of  each  food  business  operating  in  the  district  was 
circularised  with  an  explanation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  I960?  information  concerning  bacterial  control  and 
food  poisonings  a  code  of  guidance  for  hygienic  practice  and  for 
care  of  certain  foods  such  as  cooked  meats.  This  information  was 
well  received  and  proved  of  considerable  benefit  as  a  preliminary 
to  the  visit  and  inspection  of  the  premises. 

(c)  Licensed  Premises 

A  number  of  public  houses  have  insanitary  outdoor  toilets  and  lack 
hot  water  and  wash  hand  basins  for  the  use  of  customers.  Plans  have 
been  submitted,  for  the  provision  of  improved  indoor  facilities  in 
two  cases  and  several  others  are  due  for  submission. 

The  practice,  nationally  widespread,  of  returning  overspill  and  waste 
to  barrels  to  be  served  to  further  customers  has  been  noted  in  the 
Martley  district. 

This  aesthetically  repugnant,  unhygienic  and  illegal  act  is  almost 
impossible  to  prove  because  of  the  difficulty  in  differentiating 
between  clean  beer,  i0e0  the  first  drawn  through  the  pipes  or  the 
last  remnants  in  the  barrel,  which  can  quite  properly  be  returned 
to  the  barrel  or  direct  to  the  customer. 

The  practice  is  encouraged  by  the  attitude  of  the  brewers  in 
charging  their  managers  for  the  full  quantity  of  beer  supplied  and 
making  no  allowance  for  waste. 

The  brewers  organisations  could  adopt  a  number  of  safeguards  to 
eliminate  the  practice  amongst  the  most  simple  of  which  could  be 
the  compulsory  use  of  oversize  glasses.  Such  glasses  would  prevent 
the  drawn  beer  from  flowing  over  the  barmans  fingers,  carrying  with 
it  dregs,  saliva  and  dirt  and  ash  collected  on  the  exterior  of  the 
glass  from  customers  fingers  and  tables.  If  the  brewers  are  interested 
only  in  financial  points,  no  overspill  means  no  waste. 
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(d)  School  Canteens 

The  standard  of  school  canteens  operated  by  the  Worcestershire  County 
Council  is  worthy  of  comment.  In  general  the  kitchens  and  food 
preparation  and  storage  rooms  are  well  equipped  with  the  highest 
order  and  the  calibre  of  staff  employed  in  kitchen  work  is  high. 

It  does  seem,,  however,  that  more  attention  is  needed  to  ensure  better 
planning.  Cramped  conditions  exist  in  some  kitchens  due  to  lack  of 
allocation  of  sufficient  space  or  to  failure  to  allow  for  future 
expansion* 

Two  examples  of  particularly  bad  planning  were  noted0  In  one  instance 
the  school  boilerhouse  had  been  placed  next  to  the  dry  goods  room  used 
for  the  storage  of  butter,  margarine  and  cooking  fat*  In  the  other  the 
fan  and  duct  ventilating  the  internal  water  closets  was,  instead  of 
drawing  the  foul  air  direct  from  the  closets ,  forcing  it  into  the 
food  rooms. 

(e)  Number  and  types  of  food  premises  operated  in  the  district!” 


Licensed  premises  40 
Butchers  shops  4 
Day  and  residential  schools  27 
Social  clubs  and  halls  21 
Cafes  3 
Grocers  and  other  food  shops  54 
Bake  houses  1 
Ice  cream  manufacturers  Nil 
Ice  cream  retailers  75 


(f)  Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  operating  within  the  district. 


A  number  of  establishments  where  poultry  is  slaughtered  are  operated 
within  the  district.  It  is  intended  to  include  details  of  inspections 
and  action  in  the  annual  report  for  1971. 

(h)  Milk 

Licensing  and  sampling  powers  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  I960  are  operated  by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council. 
Frequent  samples  of  milk  are  taken  by  the  County  Public  Health 
Inspector.  The  number  and  results  of  samples  taken  in  1970  are  as 
follows?- 


Pasteurised  milk  -  27 
Sterilised  milk  -  Nil 
Untreated  milk  =  4 

Total  31 


One  sample  failed  the  phosphatase  test  for  pasteurised  milk. 

During  the  year  4  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  for  Brucella 
Abortus.  None  of  the  samples  proved  positive. 
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(i)  Food  Sampling 

The  responsibilities  for  formal  sampling  and  analysis  are  undertaken 
by  the  Worcestershire  County  Council,, 

5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection 

A  bonus  scheme  applicable  to  all  employees  engaged  in  the  service 
was  introduced  during  the  year. 

No  further  extensions  took  place  in  the  weekly  collection  and  paper 
sack  systems. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal 

Three  refuse  tips  are  in  use*  those  at  Martley  and  Yarhampton  being 
disused  quarries  and  at  Grimley  in  a  disused  gravel  working. 

Frequent  complaints  of  fly  nuisance  were  received  concerning  the  tip 
at  Martley.  Although  every  effort  was  made  to  reduce  nuisance  the 
close  proximity  of  the  tip  to  houses  in  the  area  requires  a  standard 
of  supervision  and  maintenance  approaching  perfection.  The  effect 
of  the  slightest  failure  in  achieving  this  end  results  in  fly  nuisance. 
It  is  essential  that  an  alternative  tipping  site  should  be  established 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  Martley  tip  has  exceeded  its  capacity  and 
additional  refuse  presents  the  possibility  of  a  serious  fire  hazard  by 
its  close  proximity  to  the  wooded  area  of  Martley  Hillside. 

6.  MISCELLANEOUS 

(a)  Mortuary.  Red  House.  Martley 

The  accommodation  was  not  used  during  the  year. 

(b)  Caravan  Sites 

2  site  licenses  were  issued  for  residential  caravans  on  individual 
sites  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  sites  and  caravans  now  licensed  is  as  follows §=* 


Residential  Caravans 
Holiday  Caravans 


No.  of  Sites 


No.  of  Caravans 


61  80 

17  223 


78 


303 


In  addition  there  are  approximately  twenty  five  unauthorised  sites. 

(c)  Hon  Pickers  Accommodation 

Inspections  were  carried  out  on  temporary  accommodation  used  by 
Hop  pickers.  The  numbers  of  persons  accommodated  in  barracks  falls 
annually  as  less  workers  are  required;,  due  to  increased  mechanisation. 

The  general  condition  of  accommodation  visited  was  found  satisfactory 
in  respect  of  hygiene  and  fire  prevention. 
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(d)  Rodent  Control 


Although  the  Council  continued  to  carry  out  rodent  control  on  farms 
and  business  premises  under  a  scheme  of  contracts,  demand  for  the 
service  further  diminished.  Only  88  contracts  were  made  in  respect 
of  farms  out  of  a  total  of  over  400  farms  in  the  district® 

The  Council  provides  a  rodent  control  service  to  householders  and 
the  operator  has  been  called  upon  to  deal  with  insect  infestations 
at  private  premises,  and  on  refuse  tips0 

Treatments  carried  out  during  the  years- 

Type  of  Premises  Treatments  Visits 

1  •  Agricultural  premises  681  780 

This  information  is  taken  from  records  kept  by  the  Rodent  Control 
Officer* 

(e)  Offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1965 

Registrations  and  general  inspections. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

No.  of  premises 
receiving  general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

Nil 

13 

4 

Retail  shops 

1 

13 

5 

Wholesale  shops 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Catering  Estab- 

lishments 

Nil 

13 

10 

Fuel  storage 

Depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS  1  39  19 


Number  of  visits  to  all  kindsof  registered  premises  =  19 
Analysis  by  workplace  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises. 


Class  of  workplace 

No. 

of  persons  employed 

Offices 

36 

Retail  shops 

19 

Wholesale  Depts.  Warehouses 

Nil 

Catering  establishments 

46 

Canteens 

Nil 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

Nil 

Total 

ToT 

Total  males 

36 

Total  females 

65 
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The  number  of  premises  registered  is  considered  to  be  about  one 
third  of  the  total  premises  which  should  be  registered.  It  is 
hoped  that  more  time  will  be  available  for  work  under  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  during  1971o 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1 .  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

5 

1 

- 

38 

4 

- 

- 

Total 

43 

5 

I.  - — 

- 

- 

2e  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 


(1) 


[ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

)vercrowding  (S,2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S#3) 

ladequate  ventilation  (S#4) 

[neffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  Convergences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork  _  _ _ _ 


I 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 

To  HM 
Inspector 

(4) 

red 

To  HM 
Inspector 

(5) 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

- 

1 

- 

- - - 

«=> 

- 

_ 

- 

CS 

= 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ce» 

O 

2 

- 

era 

- 

c. 

- 

\ 

ij 

f 

03 

' 

» 

2 

2 

_ “ _ _ 

] 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  -  OUTWORK 


Nil  return 
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